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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicants submission filed on 03/16/2005 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1-40, 43,44, and 50-55 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

3. 35 U.S.C 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claim 54 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. The claims are directed to a process that does nothing more than 
manipulate an abstract idea. There is no practical application in the technological arts. All that is 
necessary to make a sequence of operational steps a statutory process within 35 U.S.C. 101 is 
that it be in the technological arts so as to be in consonance with the Constitutional purpose to 
promote the progress of "useful arts." In re Musgrave, 431F.2d882, 167USPQ280 (CCPA 
1970). Also, a claim is limited to a practical application when the method, as claimed, produces a 
concrete, tangible and useful result: i.e. the method recites a step or act of producing something 
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that is concrete, tangible and useful. See AT&T v. Excel Communications Inc., 172 F.3d at 1358, 
50 USPQ2dat 1452. . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-5,10,14-18,23, 27-31,36, 40, 43, and 50-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by US Publication No. 2002/0077988 to Sasaki et al. 

Sasaki et aL disclose receiving digital content and metadata associated with the digital 
content (i.e. the metadata is implemented as a content header that includes information relating to 
an associated digital work), receiving publication information comprising distribution 
information that identifies one or more content distributors (i.e. the content header may include 
a distributor identifier) selected to distribute the digital content (see paragraphs [0038], lines 4-16 
and [0040], claim 1 and fig.4; each digital work transmission involves the packaging of the 
digital work and the associated content header into an encrypted transfer file that may be 
securely transmitted from one participating entity to another) and sending the metadata and 
publication information to a first computing system for storage (see paragraph [0016] a licensed 
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digital content distributor that is configured to transmit to one or more portable media devices 
metadata associated with a broadcasted digital content and containing an embedded distributor 
identifier). 

Referring to claim 2, Sasaki et al. disclose the method wherein receiving digital content 
includes receiving digital content from a digital content management (DCM) system (see 
paragraph [0040], license manager transmits the transfer file to commercial distributor which in 
turn transmits the digital content to end users). 

Referring to claim 3, Sasaki et al. disclose receiving publication information includes 
receiving publication information using a graphical user interface (GUI), (see paragraph [0035], 
lines 6-12 the graphical user interface may display the title and other information relating to one 
or more digital works). 

Referring to claims 4 and 30, Sasaki et al. disclose the digital content includes at least one 
of streaming video content, music content, graphic content, print content, sound content or audio 
content (see paragraph [0007]). 

Referring to claims 5 and 31, Sasaki et al. disclose the metadata includes at least one of a 
name, length, publisher, location, or description associated with the digital content (see 
paragraph [0038]; the metadata is implemented as a content header that includes information 
relating to an associated digital work). 

Referring to claims 10, 50 -52, Sasaki et al. disclose producing protected digital content 
includes controlling access to the digital content over a network (see paragraph [0046]; The 
encrypted content package and the encrypted content key may be packaged into a file that is 



Application/Control Number: 09/879,267 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3621 

transmitted to the recipient user. The metadata and content key associated with each digital work 
not only control a user's access to digital content stored on the user's playback device..). 

Referring to claim 14, Sasaki et al. disclose a memory unit and a processor configured to 
(see paragraph [0034] server computer includes a processing unit, a system memory) receive 
digital content and metadata associated with the digital content (i.e. the metadata is implemented 
as a content header that includes information relating to an associated digital work), receive 
publication information comprising distribution information that identifies one or more content 
distributors (i.e. the content header may include a distributor identifier) selected to distribute the 
digital content (see paragraphs [0038], lines 4-16 and [0040], claim 1 and fig.4; each digital work 
transmission involves the packaging of the digital work and the associated content header into an 
encrypted transfer file that may be securely transmitted from one participating entity to another) 
and send the metadata and publication information to a first computing system for storage (see 
paragraph [0016] a licensed digital content distributor that is configured to transmit to one or 
more portable media devices metadata associated with a broadcasted digital content and 
containing an embedded distributor identifier). 

Referring to claim 15, Sasaki et al. disclose the processor is configured to digital content 
includes receiving digital content form a digital content management (DCM) system (see 
paragraph [0040], license manager transmits the transfer file to commercial distributor which in 
turn transmits the digital content to end users). 

Referring to claim 16, Sasaki et al. disclose the processor is configured to receive 
publication information includes receiving publication information using a graphical user 
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interface (GUI), see paragraph [0035], lines 6-12 the graphical user interface may display the 
title and other information relating to one or more digital works). 

Referring to claim 17, Sasaki et al. disclose the digital content includes at least one of 
streaming video content, music content, graphic content, print content, sound content or audio 
content (see paragraph [0007]). 

Referring to claims 18 and 43, Sasaki et al. disclose the metadata includes at least one of 
a name, length, publisher, location, or description associated with the digital content (see 
paragraph [0038]; the metadata is implemented as a content header that includes information 
relating to an associated digital work). 

Referring to claim 23, Sasaki et al. disclose the processor is configured to control access 
to the digital content over a network (see paragraph [0046]; The encrypted content package and 
the encrypted content key may be packaged into a file that is transmitted to the recipient user. 
The metadata and content key associated with each digital work not only control a user's access 
to digital content stored on the user's playback device..). 

Referring to claim 27, Sasaki et al. disclose receive digital content and metadata 
associated with the digital content (i.e. the metadata is implemented as a content header that 
includes information relating to an associated digital work), receive publication information 
comprising distribution information that identifies one or more content distributors (i.e. the 
content header may include a distributor identifier) selected to distribute the digital content (see 
paragraphs [0038], lines 4-16 and [0040], claim 1 and fig.4; each digital work transmission 
involves the packaging of the digital work and the associated content header into an encrypted 
transfer file that may be securely transmitted from one participating entity to another) and send 
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the metadata and publication information to a first computing system for storage (see paragraph 
[0016] a licensed digital content distributor that is configured to transmit to one or more portable 
media devices metadata associated with a broadcasted digital content and containing an 
embedded distributor identifier). 

Referring to claim 28, Sasaki et al. disclose instructions for causing the computer to 
produce protected digital content wherein the digital content is received from a digital content 
management (DCM) system (see paragraph [0040], license manager transmits the transfer file to 
commercial distributor which in turn transmits the digital content to end users and paragraph 
[0034] server computer includes a hard drive. ..hard drive contain computer-readable media 
disks that provide storage for computer executable instructions). 

Referring to claim 29, Sasaki et al. disclose instructions for causing the computer to 
receive publication information includes receiving publication information using a graphical user 
interface (GUI), (see paragraph [0035], lines 6-12 the graphical user interface may display the 
title and other information relating to one or more digital works and paragraph [0034] server 
computer includes a hard drive. . .hard drive contain computer-readable media disks that provide 
storage for computer executable instructions). 

Referring to claim 36, Sasaki et al. disclose instructions for causing the computer to 
produce protected digital content includes controlling access to the digital content over a network 
(see paragraph [0046]; The encrypted content package and the encrypted content key may be 
packaged into a file that is transmitted to the recipient user. The metadata and content key 
associated with each digital work not only control a user's access to digital content stored on the 
user's playback device and paragraph [0035], lines 6-12 the graphical user interface may display 
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the title and other information relating to one or more digital works and paragraph [0034] server 
computer includes a hard drive. . . hard drive contain computer-readable media disks that provide 
storage for computer executable instructions). 

Referring to claim 40, Sasaki et al. disclose a digital content management (DCM) 
computer (i.e. content owner) configured to send digital content and metadata associated with the 
digital content to a digital content publication (DCP) computer (i.e. license manager), in response 
to a request by the DCP computer and a digital rights management (DRM) computer (i.e. 
commercial distributor) configured to receive metadata and publication information from the 
DCP computer, and store the metadata and the publication information, the publication 
information comprising distribution information that identifies one or more content distributors 
selected to distribute the digital content (see paragraphs [0031], [0041] and claim 1 above). 

Referring to claim 53, Sasaki et al. disclose instructions for causing the computer to 
produce protected digital content (see paragraph [0046]; The encrypted content package and the 
encrypted content key may be packaged into a file that is transmitted to the recipient user. The 
metadata and content key associated with each digital work not only control a user's access to 
digital content stored on the user's playback device and paragraph [0034] server computer 
includes a hard drive. . .hard drive contain computer-readable media disks that provide storage for 
computer executable instructions). 

Referring to claim 54, Sasaki et al. disclose storing metadata for the content in 
association with publication information for the content, the publication information identifying 
one or more content distributors selected to distribute the content and enabling secure 
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distribution of the content according to the stored publication information (see [0015] and claim 
1 above). 

Referring to claim 55, Sasaki et al. disclose generating a protected version of the content 
and using the metadata and the publication information to control access to the protected content 
(see claim 10 above). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 6, 9, 19, 22, 32 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sasaki et al. as applied to claims 1, 50,14 and 53 above. 

Referring to claims 6,19,32 and 44, Sasaki et al. disclose publication information (see 
claims 1 and 14 above). Sasaki et al. do not expressly disclose the publication information 
further comprises at least one of pricing, rights, or catalog information associated with the digital 
content. However this difference is only found in the nonfunctional descriptive material and is 
not functionally involved in the steps recited. The receiving steps would be performed the same 
regardless of the data. Thus, this descriptive material will not distinguish the claimed invention 
from the prior art in terms of patentability, see In re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 
401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983): Inre Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 32USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Cir. 1994). At the 
time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
to receiving publication information including any type of content because such data does not 
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functionally relate to the steps in the method claimed and because the subjective interpretation of 
the data does not patentably distinguish the claimed invention. 

Referring to claim 9, Sasaki et al. disclose producing thumbnail information (i.e. 
"preview sample clips") associated with the digital content (see paragraphs [0038] and [0057]). 
Sasaki et al. do not expressly disclose storing the thumbnail information into a hypertext transfer 
protocol (HTTP) directory such that the thumbnail information is accessible over a network, but 
this is an inherent step. Sasaki et al. disclose an Internet web site that presents a collection of 
digital content including previews (see paragraph [0038]), which implies that the web site, which 
utilizes a HTTP protocol, stores the previews (thumbnail information). At the time the invention 
was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
method disclose by Sasaki et al. to include the step of storing the thumbnail information into a 
hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP) directory such that the thumbnail information is accessible 
over a network. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it 
dramatically improves the content browsing process by making it easier and faster to manage and 
download large images. 

Referring to claim 22, Sasaki et al. disclose the processor is configured to produce 
thumbnail information (i.e. "preview sample clips") associated with the digital content (see 
paragraphs [0038] and [0057]). Sasaki et al. do not expressly disclose storing the thumbnail 
information into a hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP) directory such that the thumbnail 
information is accessible over a network, but this is an inherent step. Sasaki et al. disclose an 
Internet web site that presents a collection of digital content including previews (see paragraph 
[0038]), which implies that the web site, which utilizes a HTTP protocol, stores the previews 
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(thumbnail information). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the apparatus disclose by Sasaki et aL to store the 
thumbnail information into a hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP) directory such that the 
thumbnail information is accessible over a network. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to do this because it dramatically improves the content browsing process by 
making it easier and faster to manage and download large images. 

Referring to claim 35, Referring to claim 22, Sasaki et al. disclose instructions to produce 
thumbnail information (i.e. "preview sample clips") associated with the digital content (see 
paragraphs [0038], [0057] and paragraph [0034] server computer includes a hard drive., .hard 
drive contain computer-readable media disks that provide storage for computer executable 
instructions). Sasaki et al. do not expressly disclose storing the thumbnail information into a 
hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP) directory such that the thumbnail information is accessible 
over a network, but this is an inherent step. Sasaki et al. disclose an Internet web site that 
presents a collection of digital content including previews (see paragraph [0038]), which implies 
that the web site, which utilizes a HTTP protocol, stores the previews (thumbnail information). 
At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the article disclose by Sasaki et al. to store the thumbnail information into a 
hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP) directory such that the thumbnail information is accessible 
over a network. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it 
dramatically improves the content browsing process by making it easier and faster to manage and 
download large images. 
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8. Claims 7,13,20,33, and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sasaki et al. as applied to claims 50, 1,14, and 53 respectively above, and further in view of US 
Patent No. 6226618 to Downs et al. 

Referring to claim 7, Sasaki et al. disclose producing protected digital content includes 
encrypting the digital content (see paragraph [0041], lines 1-4, license manger may package 
digital content and metadata into an encrypted content package). Sasaki et al. do not expressly 
disclose storing the encrypted digital content into a file transfer protocol (FTP) directory such 
that the digital content is accessible over a network Downs et al. disclose storing the encrypted 
digital content into a file transfer protocol (FTP) directory such that the digital content is 
accessible over a network (see col. 67, lines 56-63; col. 68, lines 20-22; Content SC(s) for the 
Content are transferred via FTP to the designated Content Hosting Site(s). The Metadata SC(s) 
is transferred via FTP to the Content Promotions Web Site. Here the SC(s) are staged to a new 
Content directory). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the method disclose by Sasaki et al. to include the step of 
storing the encrypted digital content into a file transfer protocol (FTP) directory such that the 
digital content is accessible over a network One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to do this because it utilizes a protocol known for effectively exchanging files over the 
Internet. 

Referring to claim 13, Sasaki et al. disclose metadata and publication information 
comprising distribution information that identifies one or more content distributor (see claim 1 
above). Sasaki et al. do not expressly disclose notifying a digital content distributor of the 
availability of metadata and publication information associated with the digital content. Downs 
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et al. disclose notifying a digital content distributor of the availability of metadata and 
publication information associated with the digital content (see col. 18 table, step 130). At the 
time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the method disclose by Sasaki et al. to include the step of notifying the distributors of 
availability. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it 
provides effective customer service. 

Referring to claim 20, Sasaki et al. disclose the processor is configured to encrypt the 
digital content (see paragraph [0041], lines 1-4, license manger may package digital content and 
metadata into an encrypted content package). Sasaki et al. do not expressly disclose the 
processor is configured to store the encrypted digital content into a file transfer protocol (FTP) 
directory such that the digital content is accessible over a network. Downs et al. disclose storing 
the encrypted digital content into a file transfer protocol (FTP) directory such that the digital 
content is accessible over a network (see col. 67, lines 56-63; col. 68, lines 20-22; Content SC(s) 
for the Content are transferred via FTP to the designated Content Hosting Site(s). The Metadata 
SC(s) is transferred via FTP to the Content Promotions Web Site. Here the SC(s) are staged to a 
new Content directory). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the apparatus disclose by Sasaki et al. to store 
encrypted digital content into a file transfer protocol (FTP) directory such that the digital content 
is accessible over a network. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do 
this because it utilizes a protocol known for effectively exchanging files over the Internet. 

Referring to claim 33, Sasaki et al disclose instructions to encrypt the digital content (see 
paragraph [0041], lines 1-4, license manger may package digital content and metadata into an 
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encrypted content package and paragraph [0034] server computer includes a hard drive. ..hard 
drive contain computer-readable media disks that provide storage for computer executable 
instructions). Sasaki et al. do not expressly disclose storing the encrypted digital content into a 
file transfer protocol (FTP) directory such that the digital content is accessible over a network. 
Downs et al. disclose storing the encrypted digital content into a file transfer protocol (FTP) 
directory such that the digital content is accessible over a network (see col. 67, lines 56-63; col. 
68, lines 20-22; Content SC(s) for the Content are transferred via FTP to the designated Content 
Hosting Site(s). The Metadata SC(s) is transferred via FTP to the Content Promotions Web Site. 
Here the SC(s) are staged to a new Content directory). At the time the invention was made, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the article disclose by 
Sasaki et al. to store encrypted digital content into a file transfer protocol (FTP) directory such 
that the digital content is accessible over a network. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to do this because it utilizes a protocol known for effectively exchanging files 
over the Internet. 

Referring to claim 39, Sasaki et al. disclose metadata and publication information 
comprising distribution information that identifies one or more content distributor (see claim 1 
above). Sasaki et al. do not expressly disclose instructions for causing the computer to notify a 
digital content distributor of the availability of metadata and publication information associated 
with the digital content. Downs et al. disclose instructions for causing the computer to notify a 
digital content distributor of the availability of metadata and publication information associated 
with the digital content (see col. 18 table, step 130 and col. 6, lines 37-40 The Secure Digital 
Content Electronic Distribution System is a technical platform that encompasses the technology, 



Application/Control Number: 09/879,267 Page 1 5 

ArtUnit:,3621 

specifications, tools and software need for the secure delivery and rights management of Digital 
content). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the article disclose by Sasaki et al. to include the step of notifying the 
distributors of availability. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this 
because it provides effective customer service. 

9. Claims 8, 21 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sasaki et al. as applied to claims 50, 14 and 53 respectively above, and further in view of 
European Patent No. 1 04 1 823 to Saito et al. 

Sasaki et al. disclose producing protected digital content includes encrypting digital 
content (see paragraph [0041], lines 1-4, license manger may package digital content and 
metadata into an encrypted content package). Sasaki et al. do not expressly disclose storing the 
encrypted digital content into a real server transfer protocol (RSTP) directory such that the 
digital content is capable of being streamed over a network. Saito et al. disclose storing the 
encrypted digital content into a real server transfer protocol (RSTP) directory such that the 
digital content is capable of being streamed over a network (see paragraphs [0009] & [0046] 
because the encrypted content is in the form of AV stream data transferred in real time over the 
Internet, in the first embodiment of the present invention RTP (real-time Transport Protocol) is 
used as the transport protocol). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the method disclose by Sasaki et al. to include 
the step of storing the encrypted digital content into a real server transfer protocol (RSTP) 
directory such that the digital content is capable of being streamed over a network. One of 
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ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it effectively deliveries 
streamed multimedia data over the Internet Protocol networks. 

Referring to claim 21, Sasaki et al. disclose a processor is configured to encrypt the 
digital content (see paragraph [0041], lines 1-4, license manger may package digital content and 
metadata into an encrypted content package). Sasaki et al. do not expressly disclose the 
processor is configure to store the encrypted digital content into a real server transfer protocol 
(RSTP) directory such that the digital content is capable of being streamed over a network. Saito 
et al. disclose storing the encrypted digital content into a real server transfer protocol (RSTP) 
directory such that the digital content is capable of being streamed over a network (see 
paragraphs [0009] & [0046] because the encrypted content is in the form of AV stream data 
transferred in real time over the Internet, in the first embodiment of the present invention RTP 
(real-time Transport Protocol) is used as the transport protocol). At the time the invention was 
made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the apparatus 
disclose by Sasaki et al. to store the encrypted digital content into a real server transfer protocol 
(RSTP) directory such that the digital content is capable of being streamed over a network. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it effectively deliveries 
streamed multimedia data over the Internet Protocol networks. 

Referring to claim 34, Sasaki et al. disclose instructions to encrypt the digital content (see 
paragraph [0041], lines 1-4, license manger may package digital content and metadata into an 
encrypted content package and paragraph [0034] server computer includes a hard drive, /.hard 
drive contain computer-readable media disks that provide storage for computer executable 
instructions). Sasaki et al. do not expressly disclose instructions to store the encrypted digital 
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content into a real server transfer protocol (RSTP) directory such that the digital content is 
capable of being streamed over a network. Saito et al. disclose storing the encrypted digital 
content into a real server transfer protocol (RSTP) directory such that the digital content is 
capable of being streamed over a network (see paragraphs [0009] & [0046] because the 
encrypted content is in the form of AV stream data transferred in real time over the Internet, in 
the first embodiment of the present invention RTP (real-time Transport Protocol) is used as the 
transport protocol). At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the article disclose by Sasaki et al. to store the encrypted 
digital content into a real server transfer protocol (RSTP) directory such that the digital content is 
capable of being streamed over a network. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to do this because it effectively deliveries streamed multimedia data over the Internet 
Protocol networks. 

10. Claims 1 1, 12, 24, 25, 37 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sasaki et al as applied to claims 10, 1, 23, 24, 36 and 27 respectively above, 
and further in view of US Publication No. 2003/0023564 to Padhye et al. 

Referring to claims 1 1,24 and 37, Sasaki et al. disclose controlling access to digital 
content over a network (see claim 10 above). Sasaki et al. do not expressly disclose controlling 
access using an XrML license. Padhye et al disclose controlling access using a XrML license 
(see paragraphs [0038] and [0033]; Protected content can be prepared with document preparation 
application ... a rights language such as XrML can be used to specify the rights and conditions in 
rights label. At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
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ordinary skill in the art to modify the method disclose by Sasaki et al. to control access using an 
XrML license. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because it is 
a language that effectively expresses rights and conditions associated with a digital content. 

Referring to claim 12, Sasaki et al. disclose metadata and publication information 
associated with the digital content (see claims 1 and 14 above). Sasaki et al. do not expressly 
disclose sending a rights-label to a digital content rights management system (DRM), wherein 
the rights-label includes metadata and publication information associated with the digital content. 
Padhye et al. disclose sending a rights-label to a digital content rights management system 
(DRM), wherein the rights-label includes metadata and publication information associated with 
the digital content (see paragraphs [0071] & [0033] The rights label includes metadata... Rights 
label associated with protected content and the encryption key used to encrypt protected content 
can be transmitted to license server). At the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify the method disclose by Sasaki et al. to 
include the step of sending a rights-label to a digital content rights management system (DRM), 
wherein the rights-label includes metadata and publication information associated with the 
digital content. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this because the 
rights label has a secure mechanisms that protects the content when the content is generated (see 
paragraph [0013] of Padhye). 

Referring to claim 25, Sasaki et al. disclose metadata and publication information 
associated with the digital content (see claims 1 and 14 above). Sasaki et al. do not expressly 
disclose the processor is configured to send includes sending a rights-label to a digital content 
rights management system (DRM), wherein the rights-label includes metadata and publication 
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information associated with the digital content. Padhye et al. disclose sending a rights-label to a 
digital content rights management system (DRM), wherein the rights-label includes metadata and 
publication information associated with the digital content (see paragraphs [0071] & [0033] The 
rights label includes metadata. . .Rights label associated with protected content and the encryption 
key used to encrypt protected content can be transmitted to license server). At the time the 
invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the apparatus disclose by Sasaki et al. to include the step of sending a rights-label to a digital 
content rights management system (DRM), wherein the rights-label includes metadata and 
publication information associated with the digital content. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have been motivated to do this because the rights label has a secure mechanisms that protects the 
content when the content is generated (see paragraph [0013] of Padhye). 
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Referring to claim 38, Sasaki et al. disclose metadata and publication information 
associated with the digital content (see claims 1 and 14 above). Sasaki et al. do not expressly 
disclose the instructions for causing the computer to send includes sending a rights-label to a 
digital content rights management system (DRM), wherein the rights-label includes metadata and 
publication information associated with the digital content. Padhye et al. disclose sending a 
rights-label to a digital content rights management system (DRM), wherein the rights-label 
includes metadata and publication information associated with the digital content (see paragraphs 
[0071] & [0033] The rights label includes metadata. . .Rights label associated with protected 
content and the encryption key used to encrypt protected content can be transmitted to license 
server and paragraph [0034] server computer includes a hard drive. . .hard drive contain 
computer-readable media disks that provide storage for computer executable instructions). 
At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the article disclose by Sasaki et al. to include the step of sending a rights-label 
to a digital content rights management system (DRM), wherein the rights-label includes 
metadata and publication information associated with the digital content. One of ordinary skill 
in the art would have been motivated to do this because the rights label has a secure mechanisms 
that protects the content when the content is generated (see paragraph [0013] of Padhye). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jalatee Worjloh whose telephone number is (571)272-6714. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Thursdays 8:30-7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (571)272-6712. The fax phone number for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306 for Regular/After 
Final Actions and (571) 273-6714 for Non-Official/Draft. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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